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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban  District 

Council . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1957  is  presented  herewith. 

It  has  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  myself.  To  our  Public  Health  Inspector  must  go  the 
credit  for  the  major  portion  of  the  report,  because,  as  even 
a cursory  glance  through  its  pages  will  show,  it  deals  very 
largely  with  those  aspects  of  the  public  health  service  of 
the  Council  that  are  within  his  province.  As  his  work  and 
that  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  very  closely  inter- 
related, it  is  much  better  to  have  the  report  presented  as 
a joint  effort  as  we  in  the  Kington  Urban  District  have  done 
during  the  past  three  years. 

Members  of  the  Council  will  not  misunderstand  me  \7he11 
I say  that  it  is  with  regret  that  I find  myself  in  the  very 
unexpected  position  of  having  to  present  the  report  for  1957- 
My  regret  is  due  to  the  fact  that  that  duty  devolved  upon 
me  because  of  the  serious  illness  of  Dr.  O.L.  Evans,  ray 
colleague  and  successor.  When  I relinquished  the  office  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and 
introduced  him  to  the  Northern  Districts,  none  of  us  thought 
that  within  three  months  he  would  be  stricken  with  Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  of  such  severity  that  his  own  resignation  would 
ultimately  become  inevitable.  That  very  unhappy  event  - his 
resignation  - took  place  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  a 
successor  was  subsequently  appointed.  Though  the  members  of 
the  Council  and  the  officials  have  recently  (1st  May,  1953) 
welcomed  Dr.  G-.D.K.  Needham,  the  new  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
very  warmly,  that  welcome  was  saddened  by  the  reflection  that 
the  youthful  Dr.  O.L.  Evans,  who  endeared  himself  to  all  of 
us  during  our  short  period  of  co-operative  work  in  the  public 
health  service  of  Herefordshire,  was  still  confined  to 
hospital  because  of  extensive  paralysis. 

The  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis,  which  the  illness  of 
Dr.  O.L.  Evans,  the  first  case  in  the  County  heralded, 
smouldered  in  North  Herefordshire  throughout  the  summer  months. 
We,  again  for  another  year,  maintained  our  record  of  freedom 
from  known  cases  of  this  disease.  For  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  now,  no  Poliomyelitis  cases  have  been  known  to  occur 
within  the  Urban  District.  Nevertheless,  as  our  children 
travel  to  other  parts  of  the  country  where  Poliomyelitis 
occurs  from  time  to  time,  vaccination  against  this  disease  is 
a wise  precaution. 


The  urgency  with  which  vaccination  against  Polio- 
myelitis is  being  proceeded  with  by  the  County  Health 
Committee,  through  Dr.  J.S.  Cookson,  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  to  the  limit  of  the  available  supplies  of  vaccine, 
is  heartening  to  parents  within  the  district  who  are  anxious 
to  have  their  children  protected  before  the  commencement  of 
the  seasonal  period  of  greatest  risk.  A substantial 
proportion  of  our  children  have  already  been  vaccinated,  and 
it  is  expected  that  many  more  will  be  treated  before  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  again  rises  throughout  the  country. 

The  anxiety  caused  by  the  fall  in  the  output  of  the 
Crooked  Well,  led  to  emergency  action  being  taken  to  provide 
a secondary  source  of  water  for  our  public  supply.  Though, 
as  it  happened,  a supplementary  supply  did  not  become 
essential,  nevertheless,  in  view  of  the  proposed  erection 
of  many  more  new  houses,  and  of  the  expected  general  increase 
in  consumption  in  schools,  trades,  and  business  premises  in 
the  town,  we  should.,  with  all  speed,  make  available  another 
source  on  which  we  can  depend  should  the  occasion  arise. 

The  necessity  to  provide  more  Council  houses  itflth 
all  speed  is  apparent  to  all  members  of  the  Council.  The 
size  of  the  waiting  list;  the  numbers  of  worn-out  houses  to 
be  replaced  in  the  current  five  years 1 period  under  our 
proposals  already  submitted,  to  and  approved  by  the  Ministry 
in  accordance  with  Section  1 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and.  Rents 
Act,  1954#  together  with  the  need,  on  ground.s  of  humanity,  to 
take  our  Kington  people  away  from,  the  Hergest  Camp  rural  slum 
as  soon  as  possible:  these  make  it  a duty,  an  inescapable  d.uty, 
for  the  Council  to  press  on  with  the  Crooked  Well  Housing  . 
Estate,  even  in  ad.vance  of  the  completion  of  the  new  Sewage 
Treatment  Works.  There  is  reasonable  hope  that,  if  our 
housing  plans  go  forward  expeditiously,  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  G-ovemment  and.  the  Wye  River  Board  may  grant  a dis- 
pensation enabling  us  to  connect  the  new  houses  and.  the  new 
sewer  to  the  existing  sewage  works  for  a strictly  limited  period. 

Such  a dispensation  has  been  given  recently  in 
connection  with  new  Council  houses  built  elsewhere  in  the 
county;  and  it  may  be  that,  as  the  degree  of  pollution  of  the 
Arrow  by  our  existing  sewage  works  is  quite  low,  in  view  of 
the  considerable  flow  of  river  water  and.  the  characteristic 
turbulence  of  the  Arrow  in  the  Kington  area,  the  Ministry 
and  the  River  Board  may  permit  the  occupation  of  the  new 
Crooked  Well  houses  in  advance  of  the  completion  of  the 
projected  sex^age  works.  It  will  be  generally  agreed  that 
the  urgent  housing  needs  of  many  of  our  people  make  it  more 
than  worth  while  for  us  to  proceed.  xkLth  our  housing  project 
on  that  assumption;  the  Wye  River  Board  and.  the  Ministry 
being  kept  informed.,  throughout,  of  the  progress  of  both 
schemes  - housing  and  sewage  d.isposal. 


I. F.  MACKENZIE 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Public  Health  Office, 
4 , Church  S t re e t , 
Leominster. 
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S TAT IS TICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  .. 

Population  . . . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957)  according 

to  the  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


857 

1,8#) 

617 

£18,026 

£70 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  Ti 

HE  YEAR 

T 0 oal 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

( Illegitimate) 

34 

16 

18 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Nil 

DEATHS 

27 

17 

10 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  . . 

1 

1 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Nil 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES, 

J -35L 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  18. 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . ..  ..  l6. 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  Nil 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .♦  ..  22. 4 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population)  14*7 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  11. 5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  related  live  births)  29.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  23. 0 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTIONS 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Periodic  samples  were  taken  throughout  the  year,  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

An  acute  shortage  of  water  arose  during  the  late 
spring  and  early  summer.  The  drought  of  April  and  May 
caused  the  flow  of  the  water  from  the  spring  at  Crooked 
Well  to  fall  rapidly.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  consumption  in  the  area, 
led  to  a serious  shortage  of  water.  By  June  it  was  found 
necessary  to  prohibit  the  use  of  water  for  washing  cars  said 
watering  gardens.  The  yield  from  the  spring  continued  to 
drop,  and,  in  order  to  conserve  the  water  and  maintain  a 
satisfactory  reserve  in  the  reservoir,  the  supply  was  turned 
off  nightly  from  7*30  p.m.  to  7 a.m.  About  the  second  week 
in  August  the  yield" from  the  spring  had  increased  following 
continuous  steady  rainfall,  and  the  necessity  for  turning 
off  the  water  supply  each  night  no  longer  existed. 


J— * VTl 
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In  view  of  this  acute  shortage  the  Council  have 
agreed  that  they  will  have  to  obtain  additional  water 
from  another  source.  During  the  year  several  methods 
were  considered  for  augmenting  the  supply,  the  most 
favourable  being  the  sinking  of  a borehole  in  the  vicinity 
of  Crooked  Well.  The  Council  are  going  ahead  with  arr- 
angements for  obtaining  the  necessary  land  for  carrying 
out  this  development. 

The  Council  agreed  that  an  automatic  water  pressure 
system  comprising  a pump  and  air  cylinder  be  installed,  so 
as  to  make  available  an  improved  water  supply  to  cottages 
at  The  Wych. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  obtain  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  effluent  from  our  obsolete  and 
overloaded  sewage  disposal  plant. 

Plans  for  a new  sewage  disposal  works  were  completed 
during  the  year.  Following  objections  to  the  proposed  site 
of  these  works,  a local  Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  24th 
September,  1957*  The  decision  from  the  Ministry  should  be 
received  early  in  1958. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  A 
weekly  collection  is  maintained  for  dwelling  houses.  Business 
properties,  especially  those  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  have 
their  refuse  removed  twice  a week. 

Most  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  incineration,  but 
some  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  on  spare  ground  beside 
the  sewage  works. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  rodent  operator  continues  to  work  on  a part-time 
basis  with  New  Radnor  R.D.C.,  spending  two-fifths  of  his 
time  with  Kington  U.D.C.  Systematic  survey  and  treatments 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  including  treatment  of 
sewers.  The  rat  population  has  been  kept  at  a low  level 
and  no  major  infestations  have  occurred. 

HOUSING 


Plans  have  been  drawn  up  for  the  erection  of  /\6 
Council  houses  at  Crooked  Well.  Reference  is  made  in  the 
introductory  letter  to  the  problem  arising  from  sewage 
disposal  from  this  scheme,  should  it  transpire  that  the 
houses  are  ready  for  occupation  before  the  new  Urban  Sewage 
Treatment  Works  are  completed. 

One  private  dwelling  house  has  been  erected  during 
the  year,  and  work  on  two  others  has  been  started. 


The  Council  appointed  (jointly  with  Weobley  and 
New  Radnor  Rural  Districts)  a full-time  officer  to  carry 
out  the  housing  survey  in  their  district,  working  for 
them  one  month  in  four.  This  survey  is  progressing 
satisfactorily  and  no  undue  difficulties  have  been 
experienced. 

Three  applications  were  received  for  improvement 
grants  for  dwelling  houses,  two  of  which  were  approved. 

In  addition,  several  other  older  houses  have  been  re- 
conditioned and  brought  up  to  modern  standards  after 
informal  action  had  been  taken. 

Two  applications  were  received  under  the  Rent  Act, 
1957,  for  the  issue  of  certificates  of  disrepair.  In  both 
cases  certificates  were  issued. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  Council  agreed  to  adopt  the  Model  Building 
Byelaw  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  and  provided  for  in 
Section  24  of  the  Act. 

To  improve  conditions  at  the  local  laundry,  a new 
chimney  stack  had  been  installed  and  also  an  automatic 

11  stoker" . 


FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  19 48 
INSPECTIONS 


Number 

* 

-lumber  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1 , 2 , 3 ) 4 and  6 
are  to  be  en- 

6 

12 

forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sec. 7 

27 

33 

is  enforced  by  J 
Local  Authority 

Ghe 

■ 

TOTAL 

50 

- 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(a)  Defective  drainage  . . . . 2 

(b)  Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  1 

(c)  Defective  sanitary  accommodation  1 

These  defects  were  remedied. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk 


There  are  no  dairy  premises  situated  in  this 
district . 

Meat 


Two  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the 
district.  The  number  of  carcases  inspected  were:- 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Pi£S 

Calves 

122 

619 

195 

8 

Other  Foods 

A miscellaneous  collection  of  tinned  and  other  pre' 
packed  foodstuffs  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  These  were  token  to  the  incinerator 
and  burnt. 

Food  Premises 


These  are  summarised  as  follows :- 

Butchers  Shops  5 

Bakehouses  6 

Ice-Cream  Premises  8 

Cafes,  Public  Houses, 

Stores,  etc.  29 


Total  48 


Numerous  inspections  of  all  these  various  premises 
were  undertaken.  One  extra  shop  has  been  registered  for  the 
sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  only,  following  the  carrying  out 
of  improvements. 

Extensive  reconstruction  is  being  carried  out  to  a 
bckery  and  a butcher’s  shop  in  the  town,  so  as  to  bring  them 
up  to  modern  standards. 

Efforts  were  made  by  personal  contact  and  persuasion 
to  improve  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  generally. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


ANALYSES  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 

Age 

of  Patient 

1 

2 

“7 

5 

5-9 

15-24 

25  & 
over 

TOTAL 

Measles 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

2 

1 

7 

1 

- 

11 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  end  of  1957  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
contained  the  names  of  ten  males  and  twelve  females 
who  normally  reside  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  one  Pulmonary  case  was  notified, 
and  one  Non-Pulmonary  case  left  the  district. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  a County  Council 
responsibility,  and  the  figures  given  below  have  been 
kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were 
immunised  during  the  year:- 


Immunisation 

against 

Age  of 

child 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

15 

5 

2 

22 

36 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

2 

— 

l6 

Numbers  of  children  in  the  district  who  were 
vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  the  year:- 


Age  of  child 

Vaccination 

against 

Under 

1 

1 yr. 

2-4 

5-14 

15  & 
Over 

Total 

Re vaccin- 
ations. 

Smallpox 

29 

1 

1 

2 

•v  *7 

33 

2 

Protection  from  Poliomyelitis 

Vaccination  is  being  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  as  to  age  groups,  dosage,  and  so  on. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  maintain  separate  registers  of 
children  treated  who  reside  in  the  urban  or  in  the  neigh- 
bouring rural  districts,  so  the  total  number  of  Kington 
Urban  children  protected  is  not  available. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease  M 

— 

ales 

r ■■  ■ ■ — ' — — - 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

2 

6 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

- 

r~ 

5 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

l 

- 

1 

Other  Heart  disease  

3 

6 

Pneumonia  

l 

- 

1 

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum 

l 

1 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

l 

1 

2 

All  causes  

17 

10 

27 

